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INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
Office of the County Executive

Representative Marc Duff, Chairman &
Honorable Members of the Assembly Compittee on Environment

Milwaukee County Intergovernmental Relations

DATE: February 26, 1998
RE: .f.A&&embly lﬂl 793 - Relating to Lake Bed Areas Owned by Milwaukee County

On ’I’uesday, March 3, 1998 the: Assembly Cemmxttee on En‘m'anment will’ hoié a pubhc hearing -
on Assembly Bill 798 regardxng the Milwaukee County owned and operated McKinley Marina.

This legislation will. clarify past. land transfers to Milwaukee County from the City of Milwaukee
and the State of Wisconsin. Milwaukee County resp&ctfuliy requests your support of Assembly

Bill 798.

Attached is a copy of the resolution which was adopted by the Milwaukee County Board of
Supervisors seeking passage of this legislation, as well as a resolution passed by the City of
Milwaukee which supports the proposed legislation.

__McKmley Marina rests on three parcels of submerged lands in Lake Michigan. Assembly Bill 798
- confirms.and recognizes Milwaukee. Coanty s title to mese submerged lands, and also authorizes

" that the land be used for recreational and marina related purposes. There is nio ‘state fiscal effect - S

associated with: this bill. Addizmnaiiy, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has no
concerns mth the pmposed 1egxsi,atmn, _ _

A Subsmate Amcndment 10 Assembly Bﬁi 798 wﬁi bf: oﬁ'ered to the Cammzttea which will
correct a techn}cai error in the legal description of the submrged lands. "In addition, the
substitute amendment would specifically grant Milwaukee County exclusive jurisdiction over the
operaﬁon of McK.mlev Marina, and would prohibit the- County from creating a board of harbor
comumissioners. These changes are supported by both Milwaukee County and the City of

Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County resources expended for the McKinley Marina since its construction in 1963,
combined with the cost of current and future renovations, make it imperative that the legal
jurisdiction of the submerged lands be clarified.

In closing, Milwaukee County Intergovernmental Relations urges your support of Assembly Bill
798. If you have any questions. please contact Roy de la Rosa (414) 278-4095 or Patti Bustle
(+14) 278-4169.

Thank you for your consideration.
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By Supervisors Sheila A. Aldrich and Penny E. Podell
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A RESOLUTION
FILE NO__Z4-30¢

WHEREAS Milwaukee County constructed, and has operated the McKinley Marina, a 655 slip

since 1965, for the public good, benefit and welfare, and

i WHEREAS Milwaukee County is desirous of continuing to operate and improve McKinley Mar
| the public good, benefit and welfare, and

| WHEREAS the land grant titles and deeds that have been conveyed periodically to Milwaukee
| are sometimes conflicting and are generally inadequate or inapplicable for purposes of Milw

County operating and improving the marina, and

" _' WI-IEREAS title rcscarch in connection with the recent Mﬁwﬁﬁkee Coizﬁty imﬁrov@cnts pla
| effort for McKinley Marina disclosed the omission of “marina” as a permitted use and purpose o
j various State of Wisconsin’s Lakebed Conveyance Grants to the City of Miiwaukec, thereby prech:
| the City of Milwaukee from granting and conveying lakebed submerged lands to Milwaukee Coun:

| marina purposes, and
WHEREAS since Chapter 30, Wis. Stats. confers Jjurisdiction and authority and assigns durties
responsibilities on the Milwaukee Harbor Commission over the area occupied by the McKinley Mz

rather than on Milwaukee County which constructed and has always operated the said marina, Chz

50, Wis. Stats. thereby conflicts with Milwaukee County’s ability to operate and improve the McK.

27| Marina, and

R




WHEREAS the McKinley Marina, while geographically a part of the Milwaukee Harbor,
operationally not a part of the Milwaukee Harbor, because the McKinley Marina is a recreational ratt

I WHEREAS, in order for Milwaukee County to be z;bié to continue to operate and improve McKinle

| Marina, it needs special legisla_tx'on from the State of Wisconsin defining the McKinley Marina as .

| being part of the Milwaukee Harbor and thus as got being under the jurisdiction of the Milwauke

Harbor Commission,

| BEIT RESOLVED: That Milwaukee County Intergovernmental Relations Department or Director of

. 13 § Parksis hereby authorized and directed to seek legisiation from the State of Wisconsin generauy in the




City of Milwaukee
Office Of The City Clerk O g

Certified Copy of Resolution s W

FILE NUMBER: 970475

Substitute resolution expressing the City of Milwaukee’s supi:ort for state legislation that would give
Milwaukee County exclusive operational jurisdiction over McKinley Marina and related recreationai

anchorages.

Whereas, Milwaukee County constructed McKinley Marina and has operated the 655-slip facility for
the public good, benefit and welfare since 1965; and

Whereas, Milwaukee County has undertaken a muliti- million dollar renovation of McKinley Marina
and desires to continue to operate the Marina for the public good, benefit and welfare; and

Whereas, The various land grant titles and deeds that conveyed the McKinley Marina land to
Milwaukee County from the City of Milwaukee are often conflicting and generally inadequate or
inappropriate for purposes of Milwaukee County’s operation and improvement of the Marina; and

Whereas, Title research in connection with Milwaukee County’s recent McKinley Marina
improvements planning effort disclosed the omission of "marina® as a permirtted use and purpose of the
various State of Wisconsin lakebed conveyance grants to the City of Milwaukee, thereby precluding the
City from granting and conveying lakebed submerged lands to Milwaukee County for marina purposes;
and ‘ .

Whereas, Chapter 30, Wis. Stats., assigns the Milwaukee Harbor Commission jurisdiction, authority,
duties and responsibilities over the area occupied by the McKinley Marina, thereby limiting Milwaukee
County’s ability to operate and improve the Marina; and

Whereas, As a recreational facility, McKinley Marina is not operationally part of the Milwaukee
Harbor, which has traditionally been a commercial area under the jurisdiction of the Milwaukee Harbor

Commission; and

Whereas, In order for Milwaukee County to be able to operate and improve McKinley Marina, the
County needs changes in the Wisconsin Statutes which would define McKinley Marina as not being part
of the Milwaukee Harbor for purposes of Chapter 30 of the Statutes, thereby removing the Marina from

the jurisdiction of the Milwaukee Harbor Commission; and

Whereas, The Board of Harbor Commissioners supports Milwaukee County’s pursuit of such
legislation and its effort to create a County board of harbor commissioners or to exercise the duties of a

board of harbor commissioners without actually creating such a board; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee, that the City of Milwaukee supports
Milwaukee County’s efforts to obrain changes in the Wisconsin Statutes which would:

I. Confirm and recognize Milwaukee County’s title to the submerged Lake Michigan lands occupied -
by McKinley Marina. i

LEGISTAR Farm ce.r Printed July 30, 1997




City of Milwaukee

FILE NUMBER: 970475 - Certified Copy Continued

2. Authorize these lands to be used for recreational, marina and related purposes.

3. Authorize Milwaukee County, only for the purposes of operating McKinley Marina and related
recreational anchorages within the geographic boundaries described in Exhibit "A,” to create a co
board of harbor commissioners to govern, or to exercise the powers and duties of a board of harbor
commissioners without creating such a board, within the area so described.

; and, be it

Further Resolved, That the City supports state legislation giving Milwaukee County exclusive
jurisdiction over any marina or recreational anchorage within the area described in Exhibit "A" only;
and, be it

Funher Resolved, That the City Clerk is authorized and directed to transmit copies of this resolution to
the chair of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and to the director of the Milwaukee County

Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture.

A\

I, Ronald D. Leonhardt, City Clerk, certify that the foregoing iz 2
copy of a Resolution passed by the Common Council of the City Oy
Milwaukee on July 11, 1997,
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John O, Norquist
Mayar

David R. Riemer
Adrministration Direclor

Patrick T. Curley

‘Department of Administration  intergovernmental Relations Division Intargovernmental elations Director

City Halt, Roorn BOS, 2060 East Welis Street, Mitwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3515 Phone {414) 286-3747 Fax (414) 286-3547

March 2, 1998

- Assembly En?iremﬁént Committee

Dear Chairman Duff and Members:

The City of Milwaukee and Port of Milwaukee support Substitute Amendment 1 to AB-798 in its
entirety.

This bill as amended would clarify Milwaukee County’s jurisdiction over the waters and structures
which comprise the McKinley Marina on Lake Michigan. Milwaukee County’s efforts to improve
the operations of the marina would benefit many citizens in southeastern Wisconsin who enjoy -

this recreational area. The City. of Milwaukee participated in the drafiing of this legislation which

s

will help ensure that McKinley Marina will remain one of Milwaukee’s most valuable assets well
into the future.

Weurge 'ﬁxiéxiammittee to approve Sﬁbstitute Amendment 1 to AB-798.  Thank you for your
consideration. - -

Sihcefeiy,

Patrick T. Curley
Intergovernmental Relations Director




